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z  Welcome Back!  z
N E W C O M E R  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

Remember the excitement of greeting your friends at 
school after the long summer break? You could hear the 
laughter in the hallways, the classrooms filled with cheer-
ful students catching up on their summer adventures. I 
feel the same sense of anticipation this month as we start 
our new term.
Living on the Central Coast is an undeniable pleasure. 
And being a member of the Five Cities Newcomers Club 
gives us the opportunity to enhance our lifestyle by form-
ing new friendships and cherishing those we’ve made. 
Our activities provide an avenue to build on these friend-
ships. There’s something for everyone – games, sports, 
crafts, and social get-togethers. I encourage you to ex-
plore all the options and to contact our Activity Directors 
to join a new group.
                  Former Newcomer President Mary Meyer (l) passes  
                  the “torch” to incoming President, Kathryn Hedderig
       NEWCOMER BOARD  2007-2008

We’ve added some new venues for our luncheons 
this year and have planned a variety of programs. 
You can find all the details on our website or in the 
new directory. Many thanks to our Board members 
for their hard work and diligence during the summer 
break.
This year will be filled with laughter, good cheer and 
friendship. Our organizational purpose is to provide 
an outlet for quality social gatherings. My goal as 
President is to encourage you to participate in our 
events and to greet you as a new or returning mem-
ber with a heartfelt – WELCOME! 

Kathryn Hedderig          

T H E  F I V E  C I T I E S  N E W C O M E R S ,  A C T  I I  A N D  A L U M N I
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 Act II
    W E L C O M E !

A warm greeting to all of our re-
turning Act II members and a very special wel-
come to those who are new to Act II this year.  
We look forward to your active participation in 
our events and activities during this next year.  
Many of our Newcomer “graduates” have 
served in various leadership positions during 
their time in Newcomers, and we know they look 
forward to this first year in Act II as a year of rest 
and relaxation.  We encourage you to share your 
thoughts and ideas for ways to make Act II a 
constantly growing and vital organization . . . 
and we look forward to seeing many of you as-
sume Act II leadership positions in the years 
ahead.

A C T  I I – H E A L T H  &  W E L L - B E I N G   

We begin this sixth year of Act II existence with 
a membership base of over 250 individu-
als—nearly fifty singles and more than one hun-
dred couples as we go to press.  Thanks to the 
excellent financial management by the Board of 
Directors in years past, to member support of 
Raffle sales, and most significantly, to the 
Adopt-A-Poll volunteer precinct officers and poll 
workers, the Act II Treasury is healthy and 
wealthy enough to support two of our organiza-
tion’s important goals:

• Maintain membership dues at current levels for 
as long as financially feasible

• Keep member contributions for most events at 
reasonable dollar amounts despite rising costs 
with subsidies from treasury “reserves”

As you might suspect, it has become increas-
ingly difficult to find venues willing to serve a 
quality food and beverage offering for $18 per 
person inclusive of tax and gratuity.  In anticipa-
tion of this challenge, income over-and-above 
annual expenses has been set aside and in-
vested to cover a subsidy eventuality.  That time 
has come . . . this year, the Act II Treasury will 

subsidize the per person cost for five of our nine 
events, as well as provide dollars to support 
some very delightful entertainment at the events.         

A C T  I I  E V E N T S  &  P R O G R A M S

Our co-VPs of Venues and Programs began their 
“identify and negotiate activities” within hours of 
accepting these positions last May.  Ruth Huff-
man and Dian Wagner (Venues) worked as a 
team with Sandra Kermoyan and Cathy Ander-
son (Programs) throughout the summer to create 
an exciting and enjoyable schedule of events.

• September 11th at Embassy Suites promises 
to be a delightful time to renew acquaintances 
and greet new faces, as well as enjoy a 
yummy lunch.  Katherine Anderson, one of the 
Newcomer Activity Chairs, will enlighten us as 
to new activities under the Newcomer umbrella 
and highlight those that are currently open to 
new participants or are accepting a waiting list.

• Mark you calendar now for Octoberfest at  
Old Vienna on Thursday, October 11th.  While 
enjoying a traditional October-
fest meal (including strudel 
for dessert), we’ll be enter-
tained by talented accordi-
onist, Chuck Osborne.  
Watch for the email re-
minder or, better yet, send 
your check now (P.O. Box 
673, Pismo Beach, CA 93448) so 
you don’t miss out on this very fun time.

Take a moment to peruse the 
Schedule of Events for Act II and 
for Newcomers and Alumni 
(found in your copy of the 2007-

2008 Directory) then mark your calendar 
for those that are of interest to you!         

Janet McLaughlin
                         President, Act II
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Here we all are (except Bonnie De Vos and Rosemary 
Koeneke) at our kick-off Board meeting–-ready, will-
ing, and enthusiastic about this next year in Act II.  
We welcome your suggestions and your feedback on 
what we’re doing right and what we could do better.  
We look forward to sharing good times with you. 

Pictured left to right:  Janet McLaughlin, Annette Rob-
erts, Connie Marangi,Sandra Kermoyan, Pam Hurd, 
Jan Straka, Madeline Mackie, Dian Wagner, Charlie 
Hanna (slightly hidden), Ruth Huffman, Pat Fiske, 
Cathy Anderson, Deanna Storinsky.  We are very 
pleased to have Cathy Anderson, one of this year!s 
Newcomer graduates, on our Board!  

E V E R Y B O D Y  N E E D S  A  L I T T L E 
S U N S H I N E  I N  T H E I R  L I F E

Do you know someone who is recovering from 
surgery, dealing with a serious illness, or suffer-
ing the loss of a dear friend or loved one?  Or 
maybe...someone just needs to know that we 
are thinking about them.  I will be glad to send 
them a "sunshine" card from their friends at Five 
Cities Newcomers. Contact me:  

Charlie Gallo
mschas@sbcglobal.net

556-0213

Alumni Message..
It has been a very busy summer for your co-
presidents and for almost every one we talk to. 
However, the time has come to put the traveling, 
visiting and playing aside and start thinking 
about September! 

We are so excited to hear 
that the people involved in 
putting things together to 
make Alumni’s 2007-08 
year a successful one, have 
done their jobs and we’re 
ready to go.  You will be 
receiving your new Direc-
tory at our first meeting on 
September 10th at Pelican 
Point, thanks to the hard work done by Sue and 
Jim Claypool with assistance from Pamela and 
Derek Hurd. 

We look forward to welcoming several new 
members to our group as well as getting reac-
quainted with those we may not have seen all 
summer.   Finally, Ethel Marsalek has arranged a 
great program of Argentinean dancers to round 
out the very busy day.

Our theme this year will be Spread the Friend-
ship.  We have always been a friendly group, but 
this year we hope to introduce ways we can be 
even friendlier.  Don’t forget to mark your calen-
dar today so you won’t forget our first meeting! 

Jean Pierce and De Hitchcock
        Co-Presidents, Alumni
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A C T I V I T I E S
L A D I E S  W H O  L U N C H

The “Ladies Who Lunch” group is looking for new mem-
bers! This group meets at a different area restaurant on the 
fourth Tuesday of each month, Sept through May. One or 
two members per month volunteer to act as hostess to 
make arrangements for the group so it’s a minimal respon-
sibility with nice payback--enjoying the company of new 
friends and experiencing different restaurants. 
If you are interested in joining us, you can sign up at one of 
the Sept orientation luncheons or by contacting this year’s 
coordinator, Sue Thole at 473-9204 (email: 
SueThole@charter.net). On emails, be sure to mention LWL 
in your subject line. If you wish to come to the Sept 25 
lunch at Embassy Suites off Madonna Road, please call 
Sue by the Friday before so she can have an accurate head 
count.

A N N U A L  G R O U P  P I C N I C 
C O M M I T T E E  F O R M I N G

We’ve set the date – May 31 and the place – Biddle 
Park. Now we need volunteers from all of our groups 
(Newcomers, Act II and Alumni). A planning commit-
tee will soon be forming. If you’re interested in help-
ing with any aspect of this annual event please email 
Kathryn Hedderig (kathrynhedderig@yahoo.com) or 
Barbara Cutshaw (bacinag@charter.net). Look for 
more details in upcoming issues of the Breeze and 
thanks for helping!

A T T E N T I O N  S H O P P E R S !

Are you interested in a bus trip to Santa Barbara for a fun-
filled day of shopping and lunch? Nordstrom Santa Barbara 
has agreed to send a bus to Nipomo for our convenience 

to attend its 1/2 Yearly Women's Sale 
beginning Wed., Nov. 7th., providing we 
can get enough people to sign up (ap-
prox. 47-55 are needed).  The cost for the 
bus ride is usually around $25.00, but 
could potentially increase due to rising 
fuel costs. 

Ladies, this is a long day, from 8:15 AM to 
6:15 PM. If interested, please call Bonnie 

Machado at 929-2231. We need an approximate head 
count ASAP to determine if this bus trip is going to happen.

 
U P C O M I N G  N E W C O M E R  L U N C H E O N S

Remember, all festivities begin at 11:30 a.m.  Each 
luncheon is priced at $18.00, including tax and gratu-
ity.  Please send checks to Five Cities Newcomers’ 
Club, P.O. Box 1043, Arroyo Grande, CA  93421.
 
First Luncheon of the New Season:                   
September 17th--Cypress Ridge Pavilion, 
950 Cypress Ridge Parkway, Arroyo Grande 
Program: “Welcome Back” Activity Sign-Ups and 
Group Leader Information; New Board Introductions. 
	 	 	 	 	                       
October 15th ---Santa Maria Inn, 801 South Broad-
way, Santa Maria
Program:  “Underneath It All:  Lingerie Fashions” by 
Lisa Cole, Lingerie Fit Expert from Palm Springs.  

THE BREEZE newsletter is a monthly publication of 
the Five Cities Newcomers, Alumni, and Act II. For 
copies or reprints of this newsletter, please contact 
SUSAN CLAYPOOL (481-6162) or KAREN HALL 
(595-7766). Articles for the next issue should be 
submitted (via email) by the last Friday in the month. 

C H E C K  O U T  O U R      
N E W  W E B S I T E !

Members are now able to access the Breeze on the 
new Five Cities Newcomers’ website:                  

www.fivecitiesnewcomers.com

Make this web address a “bookmark” in your web 
browser, and check the site monthly to download 

your copy of the latest edition of the BREEZE!
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